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ODEKE - MY OWN WORDS

After years of planning, writing, recording, producing and carefully crafting the final product, Dutch singer Odeke de Koning releases her debut My Own Words. An album that both lyrically and musically defines Odeke. Hence the title. "This is who I am."

On her album Odeke carelessly walks the tightrope between Jazz and Pop, transcending even those genres by adding a wide variety of influences, hand picked from almost every movement in modern music history. It comes naturally for Odeke. It’s ‘just’ the musical baggage that comes with a life time full of music. Odeke has been singing as long as she can remember. Singing Sixties and Seventies Rock - accompanied by her father on guitar – as a youngster and Jazz while at the Amsterdam Conservatory. And all other styles too. With pop bands, jazz combos at many legendary Dutch music venues and festivals.  Under the guise of Odyle Kingsly she recorded the album Soul Of Gershwin, accompanied by the London Philharmonic Orchestra. The album was released in October 2007 and it received a lot of media exposure in The Netherlands and generated a lot of positive reviews. "But that CD was released under a different name for a reason”, says Odeke. "I am definitely proud of that album for what it is, but it only shows one side of me. I’m a girl who likes kickboxing as well as cuddling cute little rabbits. My music should reflect that."

The premise of My Own Words was that the CD had to be uncompromising. An album that reflects both Odeke as a person and Odeke as a versatile artist. That meant that Odeke had to step outside of the established musical frameworks and build a brand new framework for herself to work in. My Own Words therefore is certainly not a CD in a certain ‘style’. It’s more an album that has a certain ‘sound’ to it. Hard to define, but always a hundred percent Odeke. The writing process began some years ago, the recording process - partly funded by a loyal group of "believers" - began in early 2010 at the West End Studios in Amsterdam. 

"It's a tremendous thrill to hear my demo recordings come to life in collaboration with a band. The sounds from the studio just made me more creative. I don’t really see myself as an artist, more as a musician. I just love the exciting dynamics of people making music together. It’s like a heart that starts beating faster. I love it!"

Besides the large number of renowned musicians in her band, two well known Dutch rappers  stand out in the liner notes of My Own Words; rapper Reazun (Kyteman's Hiphop Orchestra) guesting on album opener Like I Care and E1 Ten (Gotcha!) on Running Wild. "On my demos, I did my own raps. Or at least, I tried to record something that remotely sounded like rap", laughs Odeke. "It was more like an indication of what I wanted. I knew I anted a French rap in Like I Care, because the poetic nature of the language. Reazun did a marvellous job with that. He really felt what the song needed, just like E1 Ten knew exactly what kind of vocals to record for Running Wild." The album has been years in the making and finally in 2011 it sees the light of day. Odeke and her team worked long hours for months to make sure that every little detail on both the music and the artwork was perfect. Even at the point where others would have left on maternity leave, Odeke – pregnant with her second child – would work endlessly in the studio. "When you have been writing and preparing for so long, and the music is so close to who you are, you don’t cut corners while recording or producing. You only have one chance to do it right, and I think we certainly succeeded."

More information: www.odekemusic.com

